
AGENDA FOR JUSTICE
2019 KEY MESSAGES:
• As lawyers in the CBA, we have an interest in ensuring our system of administration of justice is as 

effective as it can be; the Rule of Law depends on it.  As taxpayers, we have an even bigger interest 
in the return on investment that is provided by an adequately funded and appropriately functioning 
justice system.

• Alberta’s judicial system must be given sufficient resources to manage its current workload, the 
power to adapt, and the mandate to make the necessary changes to resolve disputes in a timely 
manner.

• The social costs of not adequately funding legal aid extend far beyond the justice system; we need 
to ensure that legal aid is sustainable to ensure access to justice to Albertans, and that we do not fail 
those who do not qualify for legal representation under programs like Legal Aid Alberta.

• The Reforming Family Justice System initiative underway will more appropriately meet the real needs 
of Albertan families, give them an effective voice in the system, and provide more options on the 
path to justice.  This initiative deserves the Government’s continued support.

• In order to deliver effective law and order and ensure the safety of Albertans, our justice system 
requires adequate resources, including appropriate judicial compensation.

• CBA supports innovative and responsive approaches to justice, including specialized courts such as 
mental health, Indigenous, domestic violence and drug treatment courts.  Alberta’s Drug Treatment 
Courts divert people with addictions and mental illness away from the criminal justice system and 
reduces drug use and criminal involvement among repeat offenders.  Sustainable and permanent 
funding for this program is critical and forward-thinking - and delivers maximum value for tax dollars 
to Albertans, and we should be looking to create other specialized courts.

• Through the implementation of the Truth and Reconciliation Calls to Action and meaningful 
reconciliation with Canada’s Indigenous people, the link between the legacy of the Indian residential 
school system and systemic problems plaguing indigenous communities can be broken.
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